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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BRUSSELS 16488 

FRANKFURT FOR GAO 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: AGAO, BBSR, ELTN, BE 

SUBJECT: GAO STUDY OF URBAN RAILCAR MARKET 

REF: A) BRUSSELS 16168 (NOTAL); B) STATE 215920 (NOTAL); 

C) STATE 203417; D) BRUSSELS 16017 

1 . IN PREPARATION (REFTEL A) FOR VISIT OF GAO TEAM 
SEPT. 11 AND 12, EMBASSY PROVIDED DETAILED INFORMATION 
CONTAINED REFTELS B AND C TO MINISTRY OF FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS (BUYSSE) AS HE HAD REQUESTED (REFTEL D). 

MINISTRY INFORMED US ON AUGUST 29 THAT IT HAD NO OBJEC- 
TION IN PRINCIPLE TO GAO INQUIRY FOLLOWING OUR ASSURANCE 
THAT STUDY WAS NOT GENERATED BY ONE FIRM'S COMPLAINT. 

2. MINISTRY OFFICIAL HOWEVER QUESTIONS SEVERAL OF THE 
APPOINTMENTS REQUESTED. RE APPOINTMENT WITH SNCB, BUYSSE 
ASKS IF GAO SEEKS TECHNICAL INFORMATION ON RAILWAY'S 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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NEEDS AND REQUIREMENTS. IF HOWEVER (HE ASSUMES) THE 
PURPOSE OF STUDY IS TO UNCOVER SUBSIDIES OR OTHER FORMS 
OF GOVERNMENT AID, IT WOULD BE BEST TO TURN TO POLICY 
LEVEL OF BELGIAN GOVERNMENT. SAME OBSERVATIONS ARE VALID 
FOR BRUSSELS METRO SYSTEM. BUYSSE ALSO QUESTIONED 
REASONING BEHIND NEED TO MEET WITH OBCE SINCE IT IS NOT 
INVOLVED IN ANY FORMS OF GOVERNMENT AID TO BELGIAN 
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INDUSTRY. EMBOFF REPLIED THAT HE PRESUMED THAT GAO WOULD 
BE INTERESTED IN DISCUSSING TRADE PROMOTION TECHNIQUES 
WITH OBCE. 

3. BUYSSE SUGGESTED THEREFORE THAT GAO SEEK APPOINTMENT 
INSTEAD WITH THE MINISTRY OF ECONOMIC AFFAIRS (MR. GAUTHY, 
INSPECTOR GENERAL, DEPARTMENT FOR ECONOMIC EXPANSION AND 
FOREIGN INVESTMENT). THIS DEPARTMENT IS DIRECTLY 
INVOLVED IN INDUSTRIAL PROMOTION AND THE PROVISION OF 
INCENTIVES. BUYSSE ALSO MENTIONED MINISTRY OF COMMUNICA- 
TIONS. THERE IS A DIVISION WITHIN THE TRANSPORT 
ADMINISTRATION ENTITLED ' SERVICE DES TRANSPORTS PAR 

RAIL" WHICH COULD BE OF ASSISTANCE. 

4. EMBOFF PROMISED BUYSSE WE WOULD OBTAIN READING FROM 
WASHINGTON AND/OR FRANKFURT ON HIS SUGGESTIONS PRIOR TO 
GOING AHEAD IN SETTING UP APPOINTMENTS. PLEASE ADVISE 
ASAP. CHAMBERS 
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